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Through Sam’s passion for cars and athletics,
his positivity brought joy to those around him.
As a leader, Sam only wanted what was best
for the community, and to make sure the peo-
ple knew he was there to help those in need.
For those who guard over us are our fellow
brothers and sisters, who give their hearts to
the communities they serve.

————

HON. SAM OLENS TO BE INVESTED
AS THE FOURTH PRESIDENT OF
KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, October 19, the Honorable Sam Olens
will be invested as the fourth President of
Kennesaw State University in my home state
of Georgia. | congratulate my friend Sam, the
University, and the Kennesaw State commu-
nity on this historic day. KSU, as it is known,
has been at the forefront of educational oppor-
tunities for students across Georgia and has
grown to be the third largest institution of high-
er learning in the state. With an enroliment of
nearly 40,000 students, it represents one of
the most geographically and culturally diverse
institutions in the region and | am proud to
have this school in my district, and to recog-
nize this historic moment.

Before joining Kennesaw State, Sam served
as Georgia’'s 53rd Attorney General, Vice
President of the National Association of Attor-
neys General, and Chairman of the Cobb
County Board of Commissioners. He received
his juris doctorate from Emory University
School of Law, and holds a Bachelors and
Masters degree from American University in
International Politics.

As Dr. Olens and the University look to the
future, | wish them continued success in their
efforts on behalf of KSU students and faculty,
the Kennesaw community, and the state of
Georgia.
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Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my profound concern about renewed
violence in the Western Myanmar State of
Rakhine and the resulting refugee and human-
itarian crisis.

The growing violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine
State has already claimed the lives of 1,000
men, women and children who were brutally
killed in recent clashes between the Myanmar
military and Rohingya civilians. The military
has also reportedly targeted some of the al-
leged survivors who sought justice and protec-
tion within Myanmar, leaving little recourse for
those being victimized but to flee the country
to neighboring Bangladesh.

Rohingya Muslims have long been victims
of official discrimination, living as a stateless
minority community under restrictive citizen-
ship laws and constant threat of abuse and vi-
olence. The government of Myanmar must
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begin taking concrete steps to stop the down-
ward spiral of sectarian violence, which imper-
ils the safety of upwards of a million Rohingya
Muslims.

More than half a million Rohingya have fled
Myanmar since major clashes occurred on Au-
gust 25, 2017. Using satellite imagery, Human
Rights Watch has documented more than 700
buildings in the Rohingya Muslim village of
Chein Khar Li have been burned, accounting
for more than 99 percent of the village. An ad-
ditional 450 buildings were recently spotted
smoldering in Maungdaw, the administrative
capital of Maungdaw Township. This destruc-
tion suggests a coordinated effort to drive the
Rohingya population out of the country.

There are divergent reports regarding who
is to blame for the chaos in Western
Myanmar. Refugees blame the Myanmar mili-
tary while the government blames the militant
Arkan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA). For
this reason, it is imperative that the govern-
ment permit entry of a U.N. Human Rights
Commission Fact Finding Mission to impar-
tially document and assess the violence occur-
ring in Rakhine State.

Timely and accurate information about the
crisis is especially crucial in this conflict be-
cause Myanmar has cracked down on the
media, using all the draconian tools at its dis-
posal to keep criticism hidden from public
view. The government has actually prosecuted
scores of individuals under an egregious defa-
mation law that has criminalized social media
postings that merely express the plight of the
Rohingya people. The international human
rights community has criticized Myanmar’s
Telecommunications Law for its vagueness, its
severity of punishment, and its sweeping
chilling effect on freedom of expression.

The government of Myanmar should begin
adopting the recommendations of the Kofi
Annan Foundation Advisory Commission on
Rakhine State contained in the August 2017
Final Report, which was released the day be-
fore violence in the region erupted. These rec-
ommendations include providing dignified liv-
ing conditions in camps for internally displaced
persons and granting national and inter-
national humanitarian groups full access to the
communities of Rakhine State. The continuing
censorship of the media suggests that the
government does not want the world to wit-
ness the crimes that are being perpetrated in
the Rakhine State.

It is my hope that Myanmar will begin taking
substantial and sustained steps to prevent any
further violence in Rakhine State. | urge my
colleagues to join me in calling on Myanmar to
take meaningful action to desegregate the
Rohingya Muslim population, repeal its repres-
sive criminal defamation law, and permit
human rights observers access to monitor the
situation.

———

MEDICAL ADVOCACY AND
OUTREACH

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today | am proud to recognize Medical Advo-
cacy and Outreach (MAO) for 30 years of
dedicated service to the rural and underserved
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communities of Alabama. MAO, formerly
known as Medical AIDS Outreach and Mont-
gomery AIDS QOutreach, is a private, non-prof-
it, Rural Health and Wellness Organization
and Community Based AIDS Service Organi-
zation in Montgomery, Alabama. It was found-
ed in 1987 by a group of volunteers who were
both directly and indirectly affected by HIV/
AIDS.

In 1994, after being awarded Ryan White
Care Act Part C funds, MAO transitioned from
a volunteer education and service organization
to a full-time, health care facility. Because of
the hard work of many working together on
the local, state and federal level over the
years, MAO now operates the largest HIV-
specific health care facility by geographic area
within the state of Alabama, the Copeland
Care Clinic. | am inspired by the small group
of volunteers, many who are still involved and
supportive today, who have been responsible
for the growth of this organization over the
past 30 years. Today, MAO provides edu-
cation services to members of the community
and medical and social services to those living
with and affected by HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis C,
and Diabetes. MAO and the Copeland Clinic
currently provide services to over 1600 pa-
tients who live in Montgomery and 28 sur-
rounding counties in Southeast Alabama.

In addition, MAO provides an array of com-
prehensive services and care for individuals
living with HIV/AIDS, including: medication as-
sistance, pharmacist consultations, housing
services, an on-site food pantry, mental health
counseling/case management, patient edu-
cation, prevention education, free HIV and
Hepatitis C testing, PrEP and interpretation
services for Spanish-speaking individuals and
the hearing impaired. Through their Telehealth
Resource Center, they assist other providers
with the integration of telemedicine technology
into patient-centered environments in Ala-
bama, Florida, Georgia, New York, South
Carolina, and Tennessee.

In addition to providing direct health care
services, MAO educates the public about HIV/
AIDS and related illnesses and how to prevent
transmission of infection. To this end, the or-
ganization has made significant progress in
educating the public on the reality that a per-
son living with HIV who has an undetectable
viral load cannot transmit the virus to their
partners. This is why the staff at MAO also
works so hard to ensure that individuals living
with HIV receive regular treatment. As a mat-
ter of fact, MAO has a new initiative called
“Zero by 2020.” The targeted goal is to have
no new HIV diagnoses in Lowndes County,
Alabama in the year 2020. | truly believe this
can be done if we support organizations like
MAO that provide free testing and educate citi-
zens on the importance of getting regular
health screenings.

MAO has two full service health and
wellness clinics in Montgomery and Dothan
where specialty care and related primary and
dental care is provided to individuals living
with HIV, Hepatitis C, and Diabetes. In addi-
tion to these full service facilities, MAO oper-
ates 10 rural telemedicine sites throughout
Alabama in the following locations: Marengo
County; Lowndes County; Dallas County;
Perry County; Barbour County; Escambia
County; Conecuh County; Covington County,
Henry County; and Pike County. As the Mem-
ber of Congress that represents the Black
Belt, | am honored to be able to work with
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